SUNDAY SCHOOL

REFLECTIONS

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups.

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS:
Toddlers: Janalie Graham
4.5 year olds: Mary Kathryn McHale

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Ladies Bible Study: Maria Hardy
Grades 1-3: Monica Urban
Grades 4-6: Steve and Ginny Nippert

MEETING IN THE SANCTUARY:
Adult Class: “Biblical Covenants and Covenant Theology” Tim Skaar

MEETING IN THE BARN:
7-12 grade: Blake Johnson

MINISTRIES OF SERVICE

INFANTS & TODDLERS / 2&3 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE
July 27: Maria Hardy/ Stephanie Greer
August 3:Lynn Tootle/ Amanda Brown

CHILDREN'S CHURCH
July 27: Lisa Kidder
August 3: Prathima Hancock

USHERING SCHEDULE
July: Warren Brown
August: Rusty Tate

It seems to be an occupational disease of worshippers to think more of the mechanics than
the meaning of what we do; more of getting it right than of getting ourselves right; and this
can degenerate from thoughtlessness into something worse, ranging from cynical detachment,
if we are sophisticated, to religious superstition if we are not. What the prophets show us is
heaven's strong reaction to such attitudes: this parody of worship is simply valueless, as we
might have guessed, but insulting and even sickening to God, attracting the very judgment it
is supposed to avert.

from The Message of Hosea

Derek Kidner

If we try to make something finite fill the place that only God can fill, we will try to extract an
unrealistic level of meaning from that idol. When it does not work, it invites us only to try
harder. It should not surprise us in a deeply idolatrous society that books on codependency
and addiction form a growth industry. People feel enslaved to substances, to unwanted
behavior, and to each other....The idol begins as a means of power,
enabling us to control, but then overpowers, controlling us.

from The Idol Factory

Dick Keyes

Legitimate occupations become sinister when they are preoccupations.
The irony of this depiction is that rejection of God is not made in the pursuit of evil ends but
in the pursuit of good ones.

E D. Bruner

The God of Abraham does not pen Hallmark cards. He is not a corporate risk manager. He is
not a cruise director aiming to make our trip as pleasant and comfortable as possible. He is
here to overturn tables and create people who can run along side of Him.

from “Playing with Knives: God the Dangerous”

Doug Jones

[t is impossible to get from preoccupation with behavior to the gospel. The gospel is not a
message about doing things. It is a message about being a new creature. It speaks to people as
broken, fallen sinners who are in need of a new heart. God has given His Son to make us new
creatures. God does open-heart surgery, not a face-lift. He produces change from inside out.

He rejects the man who fasts twice a week and accepts the sinner who cries for mercy.
Tedd Tripp
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE DR. LINDA GRAHAM
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

PRAISE

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 105:1-6
Leader: Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name;

make known his deeds among the peoples!
People: Sing to him, sing praises to him;

tell of all his wondrous works!
Leader: Glory in his holy name;

let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice!
People: Seek the LORD and his strength;

seek his presence continually!
Leader: Remember the wondrous works that he has done,

his miracles, and the judgments he uttered,
O offspring of Abraham, his servant,
children of Jacob, his chosen ones!

HyMN: 164 “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

RIVERWOOD BOOK GROUP
The Riverwood Book Group meets every Wednesday night at 7:00pm at Barnes and
Noble. We are currently reading and discussing examine John Milton's majestic poem
about the Fall of Man, Paradise Lost; certainly one of the most influential and significant
Christian documents ever written.

Every Wednesday evening, we enjoy good coffee, good books and good conversation
while we examine the world through a Gospel lens. It's great fun and fellowship so join us
on Wednesday night. Everyone is welcome!

BOOK TABLE
Putting Amazing Back into Grace

Michael Horton

Dr. Michael Horton is a professor of systemic theology and apologetics at Westminister
Seminary in California. He is the editor Modern Reformation magazine and has written
some fourteen books. His study of the tenets of the Reformed Faith, Putting Amazing Back
into Grace is often cited as the single best view of the Biblical redemption in all its joy,
richness and wonder. Horton's book covers the theology of our “particular redemption,”
as he states it, by grace alone, through faith alone, by Christ alone in a very readable and
engaging manner. The book is widely considered to be one of the best explanations and
defenses of the reformed faith in existence.

Riverwood's Book Table is in the foyer and contains interesting and helpful books for our
members and guests. If you take one, we only ask that you make a real effort to read it.
There is a chest on the table where you can leave a contribution to this ministry if you
are so inclined. Other books in addition to Putting Amagzing Back into Grace currently on
the Book Table are:

Onrthodoxy — G. K. Chesterton

Gravity and Grace — Simone Weil

True Spirituality — Dr. Francis Schaeffer

The Problem of Pain — C. S. Lewis

Thirty One Days of Grace — Dr. Paul Kooistra

How Our Children Come to Faith — Stephen Smallman
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

A BRIEF EXPLANATION OF OUR LITURGY THIS MORNING
To many of us, the use of a structured liturgy (order) in worship, is unfamiliar, unwieldy,
and if we were to really come out and say it: a stuffy, dry, stoic, and awkward routine that
carries little meaning. What we want is a sensation, an experience, right? Not so much.
The word liturgy means “the work of the people.” It points us to worship as an act rather
than as an experience. The experience comes as a result of the act, for we have come to
do something (worship) and the blessings we receive are in response to what we have
given.
The liturgy here at Riverwood is designed to be antiphonal ( or “responsive”) in
character. These antiphons echo the rhythms of heaven, for throughout Scripture deep
calls to deep, day answers to night, mountain calls to valley, one angel calls to another,
and God calls out to his people. Thomas Howard has said: “Antiphony deepens the shallow
pool of our personal resources and sets us free from the prison of our own meager capacity to
respond adequately in a given situation. ..in the act of worship on earth we begin to learn the
script of heaven.” We recognize that it is easy to mentally “check out” when reading things
aloud. As you read and sing, ask God to empower you to worship with all your heart and
mind. Like all skills, worship becomes easier the more you do it. Re-training the heart
and mind to participate in worship is, perhaps, more difficult than observing a show that
we can apply star-ratings to following the service, but it is far more rewarding and
significant. If we ever say, “Join us in worship,” we are asking you to be a part of a deeply
sacred ritual that is infused with transcendence, life, meaning, and profound depth.

COMMUNION
Communion will be served next Sunday, August 3", in the morning service. Please
prepare your heart through prayer and meditation.

PROMOTION SUNDAY
Promotion for children's Sunday School Classes will be held Sunday morning, August
3" at 9:45 in the Sanctuary. Teachers and rising first graders will receive special
recognition. Please plan to arrive on time for this short exercise.
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